Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition

Our goal is to reduce the prevalence of STDs among American Indians and Alaska Natives in the Pacific Northwest by uniting to share wisdom, data, and resources, identify and address common priorities, and develop strategies to eliminate STD-related disparities.

Meeting Minutes – January 18, 2007

Portland, OR


Meeting Attendees: 
Frank Sanchez (Confederated Tribes of Grand Ronde), Michael Maxwell (SPIPA), Irene Kipp (Nez Perce Tribe), Anita Davis (Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs), Rebecca Washakie (Shoshone-Bannock),, Shawn Jackson (Klamath), Brad Victor (OR Dept of Education), Mark Aubin (WA Dept of Health), Penny Schumacher (NARA), Doug Harger (OR Dept of Health), Lisa Shipman (Shoalwater Bay), Larry Hill (OR Dept of Health), Joan Crawford (OR Dept of Health), LeAnn Alexander (Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Indian Reservation), Stephanie Craig Rushing (NPAIHB). Fifteen participants representing 6 NW tribes, 3 tribal organizations, two State Health Departments, and one state Department of Education.


Project Red Talon Update - The Coalition has successfully completed all of the goals and objectives for Year 1 of the Tribal Action Plan - 2006. Congratulations to all for your hard work and participation! The plan can be accessed at: http://www.npaihb.org/std-aids/STD%20HIV%20Tribal%20Action%20Plan.pdf
SPNS Grant – HRSA Consultation - In November, Irene Kipp (Nez Perce) and Stephanie Craig Rushing (NPAIHB) were invited to a HRSA advisory meeting regarding the next round of funding for the SPNS HIV/AIDS grant serving Native communities. The purpose of the meeting was to discuss current HIV treatment and care issues affecting AI/ANs.  
During the meeting a number of significant issues were discussed, including:
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The need for continued HIV funding: financial support for community development and awareness building activities, acknowledgement of community readiness, food, HIV/AIDS grant writing and Technical Assistance.

· Recognition of Tribal IRB processes and Tribal ownership of data.

· Use of Tribal EpiCenters for program evaluation and capacity building.

· Ensure that Native people are involved with the grant’s development and implementation.

Action Items: 
1. A report of the meeting minutes will be disseminated to coalition members when it becomes available, and a response will be drafted to provide additional feedback to HRSA.

School Based Screening – Scott Tulloch, CDC Assignee to the IHS National STD Program - The tribal school-based chlamydia screening manual will soon be available from the IHS’s National STD Program. The manual provides ideas, checklists, case studies, and tools for tailoring a school-based screening project to the needs and resources available to your tribe. If you are interested in conducting a chlamydia screening event, please contact: Scott Tulloch, CDC Assignee to the National Sexually Transmitted Disease Program, Indian Health Service.
5300 Homestead Road, NE

Albuquerque, NM 87110

505-248-4344 (voice)

505-449-8620 (mobile)

505-248-4393 (fax)

scott.tulloch@ihs.gov 

Other discussions included:

· Screening in conjunction with fire-fighter training.
· Screening in conjunction with school physicals (Coeur d’Alene)
· Screening in conjunction with Basketball tournaments (Umatilla has had an STD education Basketball tournament)

· Is puyallup already doing school-based screening?

· Other NW Schools that might be interested: Siletz Valley Charter School, Chemawa… Brad Victor will contact.

Action Items: 
2. Stephanie will work with each state’s Department of Education (through the Indian Ed. Programs) to disseminate the manual when it becomes available. The manual will also be sent to Tribal health educators, coalition members, and tribal health directors.
Stop Chlamydia! Project – Scott Tulloch, CDC Assignee to the IHS National STD Program - The IHS is interested in adding more clinics to the Stop Chlamydia! project. In exchange for data collection, participating clinics receive free azithromycin for CT screening (CT Treatment: Azithromycin 1g orally in a single dose). Additional details are forthcoming - An informational letter will be sent out next week. If you are interested in participating, please contact: Scott Tulloch, CDC Assignee to the National STD Program, scott.tulloch@ihs.gov 

Action Items: 
1. Stephanie and Scott will send a project announcement to Tribal health educators, coalition members, tribal clinic directors, and tribal health directors.

National Coalition of STD Directors – Potential Funding Opportunity - NCSD and the IHS are still interested in supporting the Red Talon Coalition. Stephanie will relay the Coalition’s recommendations to the IHS and NCSD, and will continue to discuss potential activities.

STD/HIV Media Materials – G & G Mock-Ups (See documents attached) - The group reviewed the media mock-ups produced by G&G for design, imagery, and message content. (The text content was reviewed over the summer and is available from Stephanie.) A number of suggestions were discussed:
Campaign Logo

· Great. No Changes
Stop the Silence: Web Page
· Group liked the general layout, but would like to see the color scheme match either the Parent PSAs or the Teen Posters.
· Group would like to see “stopthesilence.org” appear bolder or with more color contrast.
Stop the Silence: Adult PSA

· Group liked the general layout/color scheme.
· Consider having the photo include a mother and daughter / father and son.
· Or, consider having the photo be of a local health educator.

· Text on the bottom should read: As American Indian parents we must stand up and have a voice. We owe it to our children; our future generation. For more information about speaking to your children about HIV and other sexually transmitted diseases, please visit www.stopthesilence.org
Stop the Silence: Adult Fact Sheet
· Group liked the general layout, but would like to see the color scheme match the Parent PSAs.

· On the inside, the group would like to see more native graphics - perhaps a geometric design in the banner strip.
· The Fact Sheet it too text heavy -- cut and modify for 4th grade reading level.

· Include IDU and meth as possible sources of transmission. 
· On the back, “FACTS. FACTS. FACTS.” is too light.

· Don’t forget to include space for campaign contact information.

Teen Poster - AIDS Kills:

· Group liked the general layout, but would like to see the color of the “AIDS KILLS! Get Tested” words be brighter/more contrast.  
· Text on the bottom left should read: 

Protect Our Blood: Learn about HIV • Prevent It • Get Tested • Get Treatment and Care

Teen Zine - Grades 6-8:

· Front - Great.
· Throughout, consider including more animals… coyote, bear, eagle, turtle.

· Don’t forget to include space for campaign contact information.

Teen Zine - Grades 9-12:

· Front - Make the dancer have a little more contrast - too difficult to see. Words that appear along the left should include: Sexuality, Gender, Sexual Orientation, Test Your Knowledge about Sex
· Page 4 - Title across the top is too light. Please cut out: “Sometime there are differences in the sperm or egg and that makes a transgender person.” Box should read: Gender Myths.

· Page 5 - The first paragraph should read “Our sexual…

· Page 6 - Not Fact vs. Fiction… all statements are “True”
· Page 7 - Change “Ask Coyote” to Ask Bear… more truthful!
General design comments:

· Remember to leave space in one corner of each campaign product so that clinics can add their own contact information using stickers.

· Under the sticker: For more information about STDs/HIV, call 1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636).
Action Items: 
1. Stephanie will relay the Coalition’s recommendations to G&G and will distribute new mock-ups to PRT contacts when they become available.

United States Conference of Mayors – Potential Funding Opportunity - The United States Conference of Mayors in conjunction with the CDC plans to award grants totaling approximately $530,000 to local health departments, non-profit community-based organizations, and Native American tribes/nations for implementation of HIV/AIDS prevention projects for these target populations. Approximately $180,000 will be allocated - $60,000 each for Native American programs (3 awards). Deadline is FEB 27, 2007. Visit the National Minority Aids Council: http://usmayors.org/hivprevention/rfp07.asp

Please let us know if we can support your application in any way!


Next Meeting: April 2007, Portland, OR

April 24th - Risky Business Training
April 25th-26th - STD/HIV Peer Education Training
April 27th - Red Talon STD/HIV Coalition Meeting
